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Generational LGBTQ Issues



[T]hese people should not have a chance to increase their numbers 
through seduction or recruitment. Only the invisible, silent lesbian or gay 
man could be an acceptable member of  the local community, and she or 
he would have no need for extraordinary legal privileges. . . .Visibility, 
acceptance, and protection provided lesbians and gay men with the 
opportunity to increase their numbers. Spouses would leave their 
families, children would turn against their parents, and the whole 
foundation of  society would crumble as the American family was 
destroyed. (Bryant, quoted in Harbeck, 1997, p. 46)



Full Study
Data Generation

! Three one-hour interviews
! Weekly journaling for six 

weeks
! Visual storytelling as a part 

of  journaling
! Focus-group interview with 

all participants



Nancy and Anna

Nancy: mid 60’s, retired orchestra 
teacher, married

Anna: mid 20’s, first year band director 
at the time of  the study (starting her 
third year of  teaching), partnered



“I think I might be gay”

“We never even talked 
about it. . . really it just 
happened. It was pretty 
scary. Never told anyone 
else, we didn't even talk 
about it ourselves really.” 

-Nancy



“But, I’m not a gay teacher”

! "

Were you ever concerned what might happen to your program if  
people found out about your sexuality?Sarah

Especially during that time I told you about with ballot initiatives that 
were going around [here]. There were two different times where 
they were trying to pass this thing that said—It would have been a 
witch-hunt for gay teachers—to push them out. And I got the paper 
and they have letters to the editor. And during that time, I would 
read the letters and some of them were just—wow, you know, in 
favor of  this initiative.

Nancy

That must have been hard to read.
! "Sarah

They were written by parents of  some of  my kids. So, it's like you 
know, if  they knew, if  they knew about me, they'd probably take 
their kid out of  my program.

Nancy



!Well I just tried to cover it up as much as I 
could. I went back to what my mom did to 
my hair and got a permanent. So I could look 
better and I wore fancier clothes than I would 
normally have worn, and just trying to 
present yourself so you can pass. So nobody is 
going to put you in a stereotype.”

-Nancy

better and I wore fancier clothes than I would 

pass. So nobody is 



“I don't know, it’s also like the internalized homophobia 

talking. You know, I just—especially being the only person in 

the building who teaches band, I just wouldn’t want to be the 

gay teacher, the gay band teacher. I know that I have students 

who believe and come from all sorts of different backgrounds, 

which is amazing, but also part of me thinks that as the only 

band teacher—well, I would feel really bad if something like 

that drove someone away from taking—I don't know. I guess I 

just haven't really worked that out yet.”

-Anna



Generational and Political



Creating safe and open spaces for teachers



I do not believe that we as music educators need to teach lengthy 
units on social justice. For example, LGBTQ is none of  our business 
and has NOTHING to do with one’s education. This being the case, 
to teach a course or even a lengthy unit on such a topic is essentially 
a waste of  time for undergraduates, and rather should be reserved 
for masters or doctoral coursework. Teaching social justice is as easy 
as saying “We are all equal and should be treated as such. We 
should celebrate our differences as much as we celebrate our 
similarities. In the end, we are all human beings.” End of  story. I 
just saved myself  a week of  time to talk about more important 
topics such as music selection, instructional behaviors, and 
curricular issues. 

(Salvador & McHale, 2017, p. 
15) 
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Epilogue

“It’s not fair that queer people 
have to take on this 
responsibility.”

-Anna, July 2019




