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XReality check

Have you ever wanted to quit something?

Dissonance between young teachersô expectations 
and reality (Duke, 2005)
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éa book, a diet, a relationshipé
é(a conference session)

Why?

ÅNot what you expected
ÅHarder than what you expected
ÅDifferent than what you imagined
ÅNo instant gratification

Not enough direct experience, or the right kind of experience
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Music Teacher Education
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Real schools

Real students



Partnering: Institutions
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Partnering: People
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Partnering: People & Institutions
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Field Experiences:Teaching Realities

Pre-student teaching / Student teaching

Methods classes / half day weekly

Community children (recorders/boy choir)

Observations / weekly participatory visits1
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First year
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Observations / weekly participatory visits1
Freshman experience four varied observations of all 
levels followed by a weekly placement in one 
location where students participate in classroom 
activities during the second semester. 



Second year
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Community children (recorders/boy choir)2
Team-teaching in group settings takes 
place on campus in the sophomore year.  
Students work with a university -
sponsored boy choir and a recorder 
ensemble comprised of interested 
home-schooled children. 
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Methods classes / half day weekly3

Junior year experiences include weekly, half day 
placements in elementary and secondary schools 
for two semesters.
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Pre-student teaching / Student teaching4

One semester of pre-student teaching (two 
half-day placements) acclimates students to 
schools where they student teach for their 
final semester.
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Field Experiences:Teaching Realities



Reality-based
Relationships
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Building Community
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ÅñThank Youò Reception

ÅSummer Youth Music Camp

ÅMusic Education ñRecitalò

S C H O O L U N I V E R S I T Y

Mentor

K-12 Students



Building Community
ñThank Youò Reception
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Teachers invited to campus for a reception where 
we eat, give away prizes, and reflect on the year


