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Our Aging Society

By 2030, 1 in 8 humans will be 65 or older 

(Dobriansky et al 2007)

By 2030, 79 million senior adults in the 

United States, or approximately 20% of 

the population (Smith 1997)



Implications for Society

Senior adults will constitute a strong 
presence in culture and social policy 
decisions.

Communities must address issues of 
housing, health and supportive services, 
and cultural and lifelong learning 
opportunities for aging populations 
(Blueprint 2007)



Implications for Music Education

Education can no longer define its function 
primarily as the preparation of youth for adult life 

(Myers 1992, 23).

Practitioners must possess knowledge of adult 
teaching and learning principles 

Teacher education programs must prepare 
future generations of teachers for a changing 
society



Study Focus: 

Understanding the Learners

Explore the dynamics of group learning 
and how adults utilize social networks in 
their learning pursuits (Coffman 2002, 
Brookfield 1994).

Explore implications for music teacher 
education.



Study Context

The Rochester New Horizons 

Band Program



Large Ensembles

Making Music with Others

[What keeps me coming back] Itôs the 
camaraderie, certainly, but just from hearing us 
talk this morning, itôs reinforcing my own good 
feelings about music and the band, and itôs -
Someone mentioned before, itôs exposure to 
new people, too.  New friends.

(Gary, FG 5/23/05)



Support for Learning

I enjoy when the band plays together.  I seem to 
get the most out of it because I get the feel of 
where Iôm supposed to be when playing together 
with the clarinets and so on around us.  And 
then I can practice and think about more.  And 
thatôs where I just enjoy.

(Gladys, FG 2/18/05)



Small Ensembles

Democratically formed

Institutionalization


