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Presentation Goals

/ NOT to demonize technology or 
disparage specific institutions

/ To provoke serious and continuing 
dialogue related to online education



Unofficial Think Tank Members

Bill Bauer, Case Western Reserve U
Mike Hewitt, U of Maryland
Mitch Robinson, Michigan State U
Linda Thompson, Lee U



Journey Begins

/ 2006 MENC Conference, Salt Lake City
/ SMTE Session on Future Music Teacher Educators
/ Breakout Group  - Mentoring Doctoral Students

òYouõre hanging on to antiquated ideals that donõt 
mesh with the needs of teachers working in the 
real world today.ó

Music Education Graduate Student in Online Doctoral Program



Shock Waves

/ Online News Release (9/7/2006; Boston, MA)

/ HEADLINE: Boston University Exceeds Enrollment 
Goals with More than 400 Online Music Education 
Graduate Students

/ Fall 2005 - 31 MM, 36 DMA

/ òThe overwhelming demand for our graduate distance learning 
music education degree has far outpaced our expectations.ó 
William McManus, Chair of Music Education
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BU Online Program Features

/ MME - completely online
/ DMA - one-week residency

/ Marketing Firm - Recruits Students

/ External Facilitators
/ New Faculty Positions



Web Search for Online Programs
/ 9 additional schools with online MME

/ Auburn U, Duquesne U, East Carolina U, Ohio U, 
Stephen F. Austin U, U of Hawaii - Hilo, 
U of Hawaii - Manoa, U of South Florida,
U of Southern Mississippi

/ Program descrips/reqs vary considerably

/ Most require some type of residency

/ No other online doctoral program identified



NASM HEADS Data, 2001 -06

/ Total degree program enrollments for fall 
terms (masters, doctoral)

/ Total degrees awarded in each degree 
program for the previous fiscal year

/ I calculated institutional averages 



Graduate Music Education Enrollment

All NASM Schools, 2001-06
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Mean Grad Music Education Enrollment 

All NASM Schools, 2001-06
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Graduate Music Education Degrees

All NASM Schools, 2001-06
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Mean Grad Music Education Degrees 

All NASM Schools, 2001-06
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Larreamendy-Joern &  Leinhardt, 2006
The United States is at a remarkable moment in the history of 

higher education.  Educators have at their disposal sets of 

tools in the form of the Internet, and a science of learning and 

teaching that permits the alteration of the nature of instruction 

at the university level.  This alteration might affect who is 

educated, who educates, and what the very practice of 

education itself means.  As a society, the United States can 

engage in this effort either in a reflective fashion, sensitive to 

its own experiences and othersõhistory, or blindly, in a 

utilitarian or empirical set of activities (if it works, do it).
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A Contrast in Graduate Programs

/ Program A
/ Completely residential
/ All students live on campus or in close 

proximity
/ Courses are offered during the day or 

after hours
/ Traditional instruction (same -place, 

same-time)



A Contrast in Graduate Programs
/ Program B
/ Hybrid; largely residential with distance
/ Most students on/near campus; many 

commute or telecommute
/ Numerous day and after -hours courses; 

some online and correspondence
/ Traditional instruction with technology 

implemented selectively and creatively


